Kala-azar is a disease that is not infrequently associated with many serious complications, the well-known examples of which are cancrum oris, dysentery, pneumonia and bronchopneumonia, haemorrhages, anaemia, generalized cedema, etc. Agranulocytosis is another relatively uncommon but grave complication. During the recent outbreak of kala-azar in Calcutta that commenced after the Bengal famine of 1943. increasing numbers of seriously complicated cases of kala-azar were seen (Sen Gupta, 1947) (Musser, 1938 The treatment with penicillin intrathecally and/or sulphonamides was not followed by the slightest improvement.
